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— Eleven Spanish ships and one French vessel, the Grifon, gathered in the harbor at Havana, Cuba, in 1715, preparing for the voyage across the Atlantic to Cadiz. The ships were = &
divided into the New Spain Fleet under Captain General Juan Esteban Ubilla, and the Squadron de Terre Firme under Captain General Don Antonio de Echeverz y Subiza. The =
fleets collected treasure from South and Central America, and met in Havana to sail home in convoy for protection against pirates, and English raiders. The fleet sailed July

24. The weather was good in Cuba, but a major hurricane struck the fleet off the Treasure Coast, claiming 1,500 lives, and much of the treasure. Only the Grifon escaped. | :
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} ' s llocations Of H I"‘ & L-'tf' Y REFUERZO
| i; T the 1715 Fleet i ‘ R L '{ 'rt,\&; / mmr The Urca De Lima
. . | Here are the reported ‘i b L e T ALY MiiLosta Senorg dela goes dawn duiring
Fibs 4 locations of the Spanish e i\ - a violent hurricane.
J.Tl | Treasure Fleet vessels, their pEfAIL L | AUracelma :
f ﬂ commanders, and cargoes, IS Ship type: Supply s -

'Owned by: Miguel de
Commanded by:
~ Capt. Juan Antonio Lavioes
'Cargo: 252,171 pesos of si
hides, ceramics, cochina,
Brazilwood, indigo, copper,
1Gocoa, sarsaparilla and
other food stuffs.

| | Wreck site Just off
Pepper Park in Fort

| | Pierce. Itis a state -
| underwater: preserve, an
| theonly vessel of the flee
* '\ onwhich the public may!
- .\ legally dive. 3
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- as compiled from numerous
sources. Names of ships or in BOLD.
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New Spain Fleet: Sailed from Mexico

Squadron de Terre Firme:
Sailed from South America and the islands

Portions of ships unidentified
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CAPITANA
Command ship of Capt. Gen.
Juan Esteban Ubilla.

Cargo: 36,000 pesos.

Now known as the Cabin Wreck.

ALMIRANTE
Commanded by Capt. Gen. Don
Francisco Salmon.

Cargo: 73,327 pesos.

Wabasso Rd.

Y
Corrigan’s
Wreck

Silver and Gold

Command ship of Capt. Gen.
Don Antonio de Echeverz y

Subiza. g
Cargo: 98,000 pesos in gold L)
. | and silver.

Spanish Doubloon

. 8 N

The Spanish Doubloon was a
gold coin with a value of about
four English Pounds, which
converts to about $946 in
current U.S. dollars. The silver

S. Gifford Rd.

Vero

: coins are known as "Real's” or
Osceola Bivd. Beach i T e e " r‘ the legendary "Pieces of Eight"
Ay m bbb i ‘1_‘ -,ti" of pirate lore, with a value of
INDIAN i\ | one U.S. Dollar of the time or
RIVER AI‘MIRANTE | L‘ _"« | $17 in modern currency. The
co. , Captain not named. . B silver coins were called .
SR Qj Cargo: Unlisted, probably A "pieces of eight” because they |
: - similar to Ubilla's Almiranta. i .':,. g | were often literally cut into Y
IO by | PRI g
g ALY U il ‘ g ; e
...................... I, \) i VT e i Six bits, a Dollar, everyone '
z L i bd (lay! (P RN L : stand up and holler!"? t
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Indrio Rd. b, 11‘rf‘ﬁv' EERERLE Lo oy by Yy |
| PATACHE

ST. LUCIE CO.

St. Lucie Blvd

Nuestra Senora de la

Regales. Captain not named.
Cargo: 44,8000 in silver plus
smuggled gold coins.

Atlantic L
Ocean

Fort
Pierce
—

Orange Ave. i ; !
| PATACHE
| Nuestra Senora de la Popa.
Capt. Juan Baptista Zalene.

Cargo: General goods and
smuggled gold.

FRAGTELLA

Nuestra Senora del Carmen.
Capt. Salvador Costan.

Cargo: General goods and
smuggled gold and silver.
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My | WHERE ARE
% THE OTHERS?

The remainder of ships in
Echeverz’ fleet have never
been located. One is believed
to be offshore from Fernan-
dina, and another off Fort
Lauderdale. Many of the vessels
shattered into several pieces, S0,

_ while there were only 11 ships,
there are some 21 treasure sites
listed along the Treasure Coast.
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Timeline of events of 1715 Fleet

July 24, 1715 July 31, 1715 for help. Dr. Kip Kelso, a Wagner 1963

Eleven Spanish and one Admiral Don Francisco September 1715 associate, finds information Mel Fisher as head of SOURCES: Archival Information on the

French ship sail from Havana Salmon, the only surviving ERLemaoer in the National Archives which |  Treasure Salvors, subcon- 1715 Fleet, 24 July 1715, by Jack Hawkins

; : ’ P Spanish recover more than 7 : and Bob Marx.; Florida's Golden

Cuba, carrying the first gold ranking officer of the fleet, half the treasure on their starts the treasure search tracts with Wagner to search Galleons, The Search for the 1715 Spanish

to be shipped to Spainin 12 collects the survivors and menifasts again. for the fleet. Treasure Fleet by Robert F! Burgess and

years. what supplies he can, creates - 1959 1964 g?trpl:/‘];’grlv%‘lv]vs.?r%asureexpedition&mmﬂ\f[v
a salvage camp on the September 20, 1715 : : stervshiphim: Pietss of Bight by Kip.

July 30, 1715 ) : Libby Walker of Fisher and Wagner e ;

. : . barrier island between Admiral Salmon reports k Wagner, As Told To L.B. Taylor, Jr;
Hurricane strikes fleet in the . ; Vero Beach, find 1,033 gold Lowenstein Reference and Genealogical
Florida Channel between the Sebastian and Vero Beach salvage progress to the King vacationing in coins on the Section of the Vero Beach Public
mainland and the Bahamas and begin salvage operations. of Spain through Havana. Spain, helps et flons o Library: The 1715 Fleet Disaster, by John

] ) ! DeBry, f President of HRD, Inc.,
Islands. Only the French ship August 5, 1715 January 1716 get materials Fort Pierce. Compiled from HRDnews letters: Vol 1,
escapes and reaches Europe. Miguel de Lima, owner of the English ships raid the on fleet from 1990 No.2,3,4,5, and 6, Vol. 2, No. 2, 3, and 4
Urca, reports his Treasure Camp. the General ; h )
Uy ; £ PHOTOS: Images of Doubloon, Piece of
The Spanish g o ship has been 1718 Archives of : Flstsher opens FLOT0. Hiia o« Doublion, Floe
treasure flee - salvaged and the ; the Indies. ;patreasure blindkat.hegewisch.net; image of
g Spanish abandon sal
encounters ’ gOOdS used to h9|p pamsl abandon salvage Wagner museum near compass courtesy of
a violent ? - operations. : . Sebastian. www.maritimeantiques-uk.com; painting
hurricane just L the salvage finds Admiral 8 of Spanish treasure fleet and painting of
after departing " operations for the 1949 Salmon’s ¥ Present: Urea de Lima by William L. Trotter
o rest of the fleet. Kip Wagner and Capt. treasure salvage . courtesy of wwwisfdj.com; image of
: v The search for Mel Fisher courtesy of
Steadman Parker of camp and files
August 6 Amp treasure contin- wenimelfishercoim
1715 2 Wabasso, make an unsuc- with the state for a ues for the Spanish REASEARCE: JOE CRANKSHAW
- ; cessful effort to salvage right to explore for P e : "
) Joe.Crankshaw 1
Admiral Salmon treasure. treasure, and founds his i gold, WO."“;Tﬁg"et'?” . e Cranlsshi @i pre e
~_ sends to Havana 1959 company, Real Eight, to do rition pesns: i1k, GRILIn GRAPHIC: KWENCY NORMAN
and St. AugUStlne the Searchmg. the ocean foShOf‘e. KwencyNorman@scripps.com




