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Support The Hobby 

I would like to point out to the News Brief readers that there are a number of organizations taking on the challenge against various 

types of legislation dealing with metal detecting and gold prospecting. MDHTALK's recommendation is to visit their website and 

give strong consideration to joining the fight. In some cases your support may be to send emails and / or write a letter to specific 

legislators or to provide funds to help with the fight. Here are the organizations and a link to their website.  
Go to the Join The Fight MDHTALK Webpage to read more about each of these organizations 
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What is a News Brief? The news brief provides a brief look into any news event. The intent of the news brief is to provide you, the 

reader, with news clips on what was taking place in the hobby last month. To read the whole story select the Article Link or go to 

MDHTALK.org. There are more news stories placed on the MDHTALK website for July the news stories listed in the MDHTALK News 

Brief are just a portion of all the hobby related news reported the past month.  The news Brief is now available in Adobe PDF format, 

there is a link at the top of this webpage. The news brief is no longer emailed; it is only available on the MDHTALK website and can 

be downloaded.  

 

The Website's featured article for this month is: Club Auctions, Drawings and Raffles  

There are three types of club activities that normally take place at any general meeting or competition hunt. These activities are 

auctions, drawings, and raffles and they may have many variations. This article will review in some depth each of these activities 

and who is qualified to participate.  

 

The table below provides a visual description of what will be covered in the article. On the left side of the table are three categories 

(auctions, drawings, raffles) with various different types of activities within each of the categories. Listed across the top of the table 

are the event types (general meeting, competition hunt) and who should be allow to participant (visitors, members, public) in the 

activities. Take some time before reading the article and study the table, it provides a very good pictorial of the article. 
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Auctions. An auction is the sale of merchandise sold to the highest bidder. The items auctioned may or may not have a minimum bid 

requirement. A minimum bid is where the auction price must go above a set amount before there can be a winning bidder. 

 

Club auctions are usually for a very specific prize and the prize is usually funded by the club. The club should not have an 

expectation of getting the full purchase value of the merchandise back from this type of auction. This auction is usually a club good 

will auction for its members and is normally for hobby related merchandise such as a metal detector purchased from the club's 

treasury funds. Generally, this type of activity is only available to the club's membership since the funds in the club treasury are the 

result of membership dues and other club activities. Read Complete Article orDownload This Article 

Hobby Related News 

General U.S. and World Wide Hobby News  

 Mark Masoni to offer program on metal detector techniques. Article Link 

 Local treasure hunt raises funds for food. Article Link 

 Hobby prospector 'shaking like a leaf' after unearthing huge gold nugget. Article 

Link 

 Another Man's Treasure Could Be Yours with the Help of These Metal Detectors. 

Article Link 

 Washington Township compiling metal-detector rules for parks. Article Link 

 Treasure Troves. Article Link 

 Metal detecting ignites passion for community history . Article Link 

 Bronze Age treasure found in dripstone cave in Hungary. Article Link 

 Beach-goers not stalled by remnants of Hurricane Barry. Article Link 

 'Treasure buddies' scour Saint John for interesting finds. Article Link 

 Local resident uses metal detector to find Civil War-era relics, items in Mid-

Missouri. Article Link 

 Florida man finds unique wedding ring while scouring beach. Article Link 

 Pirate tale unearthed by amateur historian from Warwick. Article Link 

 The Curse of Oak Island: Huge operation under way at swamp during filming for 

Season 7. Article Link 

 "Display them in a museum:" Carter County man finds makeshift time capsule. 

Article Link 

 New hobby of magnet fishing attracts odd catches. Article Link 

 You Gotta Try This: Treasure Hunting. Article Link 

 You probably think these people with metal detectors are wasting their time, but in 

Wisconsin, they've found some historic treasures. Article Link 

 Someone Hid $80,000 Cash In Montreal & If You Can Find It It's All Yours. Article 

Link 

U.K. News  

 How One Metal Detectorist Discovered the Seaton Down Hoard of Ancient Roman 

Coins. Article Link 

 How the metal detector became a million dollar idea. (Video) Article Link 

 Amputated Limbs and Musket Balls Unearthed at Waterloo, 200 Years After 

Napoleon's Defeat. Article Link 

 Heritage crime a new focus for Wiltshire Police. Article Link 

 Gold ring found by treasure hunter at Loch Lomond expected to be sold for £10k. 

Article Link 

 Rare Roman-era coin worth thousands of pounds found in field near Carlisle. 

Article Link 

 Appeal launched to find the family of a 19th century farmer after an 130-year-old 

medal was found. Article Link 

 'More treasure to be discovered' claims Staffordshire Hoard finder. Article Link 

 Two men who discovered £3.3m Staffordshire Hoard of Anglo-Saxon treasure at 

war 10 years on. Article Link 

 Treasure hunter has his finger BLOWN OFF by World War 1 bomb - ‘I’m so lucky to 

be alive’. Article Link 

North America Archaeology News  

 Digging for History at 1654 Meetinghouse Site. Article Link 

 Centuries-old ceramics, other artifacts found at St. Augustine construction site. 

Other News Sources  

 American Digger Relic Roundup. For diggers and 

collectors of history. An hour long program every 

Monday Night at 9:00 PM eastern standard time. 

Join your hosts Butch Holcombe, Jeff Lubbert and 

Heath Jones as they explore the past. Learn more 

about Metal Detecting, Treasure hunting in all it's 

forms, and the preservation of history. Hour Long 

Programs 

 American Mining Rights Assn is not a gold club but 

rather an advocacy group for miners and public land 

users to preserve and maintain their rights as they 

pertain to access to their public lands. July News  

 Coin World - Numismatic and Coin Collecting Coin 

News 

 Gold Prospectors Assn of America (GPAA) - News on 

legal issues for the gold prospecting community July 

News  

 Prospecting and Mining Journal (IMCJ) July News 

 PLP -Public Lands for the People July News Release 

 1715 Fleet Society  August Newsletter 

Jewelry Returns  

  Sunbury grad's bracelet lost in Wales during World 

War II being returned to daughter. Article Link 

 Sumter man uses metal detector to help find 

widow's wedding ring. Article Link 

 Lost and found. Article Link 

 Beach Patrol Sergeant Locates Missing Engagement 

Ring In Sand. Article Link 

  Man Loses Ring Then Finds it With Help of Social 

Media. Article Link 

 Divers recover lost wedding ring from lake. Article 

Link 

 Ring returned to family of 1965 graduate after 50 

years. Article Link 

 Lost class ring returned to Connecticut man 36 years 

later. Article Link 

 Scuba diver finds decades-old class ring and tracks 

down the owner. Article Link 

W.W. Meteorite News  

 'Big flaming ball' thought to be a meteor sighted over 

Auckland. Article Link 

 So, why a cone-shaped meteorite? Article Link 

 Man Hunting For Gold Finds Four-Billion-Year-Old 

Meteorite Instead. Article Link 

 Lake Park brothers make peculiar geological find on 

farm. Article Link 

 Martian meteorite on Earth calibrates camera bound 

for Mars. Article Link 

http://www.mdhtalk.org/articles/club-raffles-auctions/a-d-r.pdf
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https://www.tahlequahdailypress.com/news/treasure-troves/article_ec560f80-9833-5bab-a0e0-5640a73fb6ec.html
http://www.guttenbergpress.com/articles/2019/07/17/metal-detecting-ignites-passion-community-history
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-07/16/c_138232072.htm
https://www.wlox.com/2019/07/14/beach-goers-not-stalled-by-remnants-hurricane-barry/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/treasure-buddies-saint-john-1.5209578
http://www.newstribune.com/news/features/story/2019/jul/14/searching-beneath-the-soillocal-resident-uses-metal-detector-to-find-civil-war-era-relics-items-in-mid-missouri/786520/
https://www.wthr.com/article/florida-man-finds-unique-wedding-ring-while-scouring-beach
https://www.providencejournal.com/news/20190705/pirate-tale-unearthed-by-amateur-historian-from-warwick
https://www.monstersandcritics.com/smallscreen/the-curse-of-oak-island-huge-operation-under-way-at-swamp-during-filming-for-season-7/
https://www.journal-times.com/news/display-them-in-a-museum-carter-county-man-finds-makeshift/article_7f76e270-9dab-11e9-b9f0-03ca71fb616e.html
https://ftw.usatoday.com/2019/06/new-hobby-of-magnet-fishing-attracts-odd-catches
https://www.khq.com/news/you-gotta-try-this-treasure-hunting/article_53b27bbe-9d0a-11e9-8be3-fbeceff4e6ec.html
https://www.fdlreporter.com/story/news/2019/07/03/fond-du-lac-man-unearths-history-metal-detector/1460883001/
https://www.mtlblog.com/news/canada/qc/montreal/someone-hid-dollar80000-cash-in-montreal-and-if-you-can-find-it-its-all-yours
https://www.mtlblog.com/news/canada/qc/montreal/someone-hid-dollar80000-cash-in-montreal-and-if-you-can-find-it-its-all-yours
https://coinweek.com/coins/metal-detecting-2/how-one-metal-detectorist-discovered-the-seaton-down-hoard-of-ancient-roman-coins/
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/business-49089803/how-the-metal-detector-became-a-million-dollar-idea
https://www.livescience.com/65998-waterloo-field-hospital.html
https://www.spirefm.co.uk/news/local-news/2914626/heritage-crime-a-new-focus-for-wiltshire-police/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/gold-ring-found-treasure-hunter-18331045
https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/17767978.rare-roman-era-coin-worth-thousands-pounds-found-field-near-carlisle/
https://www.greenocktelegraph.co.uk/news/17766486.appeal-launched-find-family-19th-century-farmer-130-year-old-medal-found/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/local-hubs/staffordshire/2019/07/06/more-treasure-to-be-discovered-claims-staffordshire-hoard-finder/
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/two-men-who-discovered-33m-16535435
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1149848/world-war-1-bomb-treasure-hunter-paul-aiden-unexploded-bomb-device
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/new-hampshire/articles/2019-07-23/digging-for-history-at-1654-meetinghouse-site
https://www.spreaker.com/show/american-digger-relic-roundup
https://www.spreaker.com/show/american-digger-relic-roundup
https://www.americanminingrights.com/category/news-events/
https://www.coinworld.com/news.html
https://www.coinworld.com/news.html
http://www.goldprospectors.org/News
http://www.goldprospectors.org/News
http://www.icmj.com/news.php
https://mailchi.mp/publiclandsforthepeople/plp-july-2019-newsletter-1769961?e=f887a53066
http://www.1715fleetsociety.com/category/newsletter/
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/sunbury-grad-s-bracelet-lost-in-wales-during-world-war/article_8f6bf1e9-b27b-5ddb-8db4-9f8c75bb26a7.html
https://theitem.com/stories/sumter-man-uses-metal-detector-to-help-find-widows-wedding-ring,330885
https://mailtribune.com/news/top-stories/high-school-ring-found-after-15-years
https://mdcoastdispatch.com/2019/07/22/beach-patrol-sergeant-locates-missing-engagement-ring-in-sand/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Man-Looses-Ring-Then-Finds-it-With-the-Help-of-Social-Media-512695481.html
https://www.ksnt.com/news/divers-recover-lost-wedding-ring-from-lake/
https://www.ksnt.com/news/divers-recover-lost-wedding-ring-from-lake/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/ring-returned-family-graduate-years-1.5198189
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/ny-lost-class-ring-returned-connecticut-man-36-20190703-duj573qpxbgkhoovz5c76maoja-story.html
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/scuba-diver-finds-decades-old-class-ring-and-tracks-down-the-owner-1.589119
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12252150
https://cosmosmagazine.com/physics/so-why-the-cone-shaped-meteorite
https://10daily.com.au/news/australia/a190716bcjmr/man-hunting-for-gold-finds-four-billion-year-old-meteorite-instead-20190717
https://www.dl-online.com/news/science-and-nature/4635823-lake-park-brothers-make-peculiar-geological-find-farm
https://phys.org/news/2019-07-image-martian-meteorite-earth-calibrates.html


Article Link 

 'Passport in Time' Volunteers Scan for History in Lincoln National Forest. Article 

Link 

 Lycoming College students dig through archeological field school. Article Link 

 Space Archaeology Is a Thing. And It Involves Lasers and Spy Satellites. Article Link 

 Archaeologists Hope To Dig Up History In Boston's Chinatown. Article Link 

 Archaeology Students Visit Sylvester Manor On Shelter Island In Search Of A 

Complicated History. Article Link 

 Pistols made from a 4.5 billion-year-old meteorite 

could fetch $1.5 million at auction. Article Link 

 Mysterious bangs and flashes over NSW sky 

explained. Article Link 

Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 

AN ACT To protect archaeological resources on public lands and Indian lands, and for 

other purposes. 

Be it enacted of the Senate and the house of Representatives of the United States of 

America in Congress assembled, 

 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1. This Act may be cited as the "Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 

1979". 

 

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE 

SEC. 2. (a) The Congress finds that- 

(1) archaeological resources on public lands and Indian lands are an accessible and 

irreplaceable part of the Nation's heritage; 

 

(2) these resources are increasingly endangered because of their commercial 

attractiveness; 

 

(3) existing Federal laws do not provide adequate protection to prevent the loss and 

destruction of these archaeological resources and sites resulting from uncontrolled 

excavations and pillage; and 

 

(4) there is a wealth of archaeological information which has been legally obtained by 

private individuals for noncommercial purposes and which could voluntarily be made 

available to professional archaeologists and institutions. 

 

(b) The purpose of this Act is to secure, for the present and future benefit of the 

American people, the protection of archaeological resources and sites which are on 

public lands and Indian lands, and to foster increased cooperation and exchange of 

information between governmental authorities, the professional archaeological 

community, and private individuals having collections of archaeological resources and 

data which were obtained before the date of the enactment of this Act. 

 

DEFINITIONS 

SEC. 3. As used in this Act- 

(1) The term "archaeological resource" means any material remains of past human life 

or activities which are of archaeological interest, as determined under the uniform 

regulations promulgated pursuant to this Act. Such regulations containing such 

determination shall include, but not be limited to: pottery, basketry, bottles, weapons, 

weapon projectiles, tools, structures or portions of structures, pit houses, rock paintings, 

rock carvings, intaglios, graves, human skeletal materials, or any portion or piece of any 

of the foregoing items. Non-fossilized and fossilized pale ontological specimens, or any 

portion or piece thereof, shall not be considered archaeological resources, under the 

regulations under this paragraph, unless found in an archaeological context. No item 

shall be treated as an archaeological resource under regulations under this paragraph 

unless such item is at least 100 years of age. 

 

(2) The term "Federal land manager" means, with respect to any public lands, the 

Secretary of the department, or the head of any other agency or instrumentality of the 

United States, having primary management authority over such lands. In the case of any 

public lands or Indian lands with respect to which no department, agency, or 

instrumentality has primary management authority, such term means the Secretary of 

the Interior. If the Secretary of the Interior consents, the responsibilities (in whole or in 

part) under this Act of the Secretary of any department (other than the Department of 

the Interior) or the head of any other agency or instrumentality may be delegated to the 

Secretary of the Interior with respect to any land managed by such other Secretary or 

agency head, and in any such case, the term "Federal land manager" means the 

Secretary of the Interior. 

 

CIVIL PENALTIES 

Sec. 7. (a)(1) Any person who violates any prohibition contained in 

an applicable regulation or permit issued under this Act may be 

assessed a civil penalty by the Federal land manager concerned. 

No penalty may be assessed under this subsection unless such 

person is given notice and opportunity for a hearing with respect 

to such violation. Each violation shall be a separate offense. Any 

such civil penalty may be remitted or mitigated by the Federal land 

manager concerned. 

 

(2) The amount of such penalty shall be determined under 

regulation promulgated pursuant to this Act, taking into account, 

in addition to other factors- 

 

(A) the archaeological or commercial value of the archaeological 

resource involved, and 

(B) the cost of restoration and repair of the resource and the 

archaeological site involved. 

 

Such regulations shall provide that, in the case of a second or 

subsequent violation by any person, the amount of such civil 

penalty may be double the amount which would have been 

assessed if such violation were the first violation by such person. 

The amount of any penalty assessed under this subsection for any 

violation shall not exceed an amount equal to double the cost of 

restoration and repair of resources and archaeological sites 

damaged and double the fair market value of resources destroyed 

or not recovered. (3) No penalty shall be assessed under this 

section for the removal of arrowheads located on the surface of 

the ground. 

 

b)(1) Any person aggrieved by an order assessing a civil penalty 

under subsection (a) may file a petition for judicial review of such 

order with the United States District Court for the District of 

Columbia or for any other district in which such a person resides 

or transacts business. Such a petition may only be filed within the 

30-day period beginning on the date the order making such 

assessment was issued. The court shall hear such action on the 

record made before the Federal land manager and shall sustain 

his action if it is supported by substantial evidence on the record 

considered as a whole. 

(2) If any person fails to pay an assessment of a civil penalty- 

A) after the order making the assessment has become a final 

order and such person has not filed a petition for judicial review of 

the order in accordance with paragraph (1), or 

(B) after a court in an action brought under paragraph (1) has 

entered a final judgment upholding the assessment of a civil 

penalty, the Federal land managers may request the Attorney 

General to institute a civil action in a district court of the United 

States for any district in which such person is found, resides, or 

transacts business to collect the penalty and such court shall have 

jurisdiction to hear and decide any such action. In such action, the 

validity and amount of such penalty shall not be subject to review. 

(c) Hearings held during proceedings for the assessment of civil 

penalties authorized by subsection (a) shall be conducted in 

accordance with section 554 of title 5 of the United States Code. 

The Federal land manager may issue subpoenas for the 

attendance and testimony of witnesses and the production of 

https://www.staugustine.com/news/20190717/centuries-old-ceramics-other-artifacts-found-at-st-augustine-construction-site
https://www.krwg.org/post/passport-time-volunteers-scan-history-lincoln-national-forest
https://www.krwg.org/post/passport-time-volunteers-scan-history-lincoln-national-forest
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/lycoming-college-students-dig-through-archeological-field-school/article_735f2eea-a4fc-11e9-9471-1fb748c5c343.html
https://www.livescience.com/65924-space-archaeology-highlights.html
https://www.wbur.org/news/2019/07/08/chinatown-archaeology-site-boston-immigration-joseph-bagley
http://www.27east.com/news/article.cfm/East-End/598312/Archaeology-Students-Visit-Sylvester-Manor-In-Search-Of-History
https://www.foxnews.com/tech/pistols-meteorite-auction
https://au.news.yahoo.com/mystery-bangs-and-flashes-in-nsw-sky-explained-012957028.html


(3) The term "public lands" means- 

(A) lands which are owned and administered by the United States as part of - 

(i) the national park system, 

(ii) the national wildlife refuge system, or 

(iii) the national forest system; and 

(B) all other lands the fee title to which is held by the United States, other than lands on 

the Outer Continental Shelf and lands which are under the jurisdiction of the 

Smithsonian Institution; 

 

(4) The term "Indian lands" means lands of Indian tribes, or Indian individuals, which are 

either held in trust by the United States or subject to a restriction against alienation 

imposed by the United States, except for any subsurface interest in lands not owned or 

controlled by an Indian tribe or an Indian individual. 

 

(5) The term "Indian tribe" means any Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized 

group or community, including any Alaska Native village or regional or village corporation 

as defined in, or established pursuant to, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (85 

Stat. 688). 

 

(6) The term "person" means an individual, corporation, partnership, trust, institution, 

association, or any other private entity or any officer, employee, agent, department, or 

instrumentality of the United States, of any Indian tribe, or of any Stat e or political 

subdivision thereof. 

 

(7) The term "State" means any of the fifty States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 

Guam, and the Virgin Islands. 

 

EXCAVATION AND REMOVAL 

SEC. 4. (a) Any person may apply to the Federal land manager for a permit to excavate 

or remove any archaeological resource located on public lands or Indian lands and to 

carry out activities associated with such excavation or removal. The application shall be 

required, under uniform regulations under this Act, to contain such information as the 

Federal land manager deems necessary, including information concerning the time, 

scope, and location and specific purpose of the proposed work. 

(b) A permit may be issued pursuant to an application under subsection (a) if the 

Federal land manager determines, pursuant to uniform regulations under this Act, that- 

 

(1) the applicant is qualified, to carry out the permitted activity, 

 

(2) the activity is undertaken for the purpose of furthering archaeological knowledge in 

the public interest, 

 

(3) the archaeological resources which are excavated or removed from public lands will 

remain the property of the United States, and such resources and copies of associated 

archaeological records and data will be preserved by a suitable university, museum, or 

other scientific or educational institution, and 

 

(4) the activity pursuant to such permit is not inconsistent with any management plan 

applicable to the public lands concerned. 

 

(c) If a permit issued under this section may result in harm to, or destruction of, any 

religious or cultural site, as determined by the Federal land manager, before issuing 

such permit, the Federal land manager shall notify any Indian tribe which may consider 

the site as having religious or cultural importance. Such notice shall not be deemed a 

disclosure to the public for purposes of section 9. 

(d) Any permit under this section shall contain terms and conditions, pursuant to 

uniform regulations promulgated under this Act, as the Federal land manager concerned 

deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

(e) Each permit under this section shall identify the individual who shall be responsible 

for carrying out the terms and conditions of the permit and for otherwise complying with 

this Act and other law applicable to the permitted activity. 

(f) Any permit issued under this section may be suspended by the Federal land manager 

upon his determination that the permittee has violated any provision of subsection (a), 

(b), or (c) of section 6. Any such permit may be revoked by such Federal land manager 

upon assessment of a civil penalty under section 7 against the permittee or upon the 

permittee's conviction under section 6. ) 

(g)(1) No permit shall be required under this section or under the Act of June 8, 1906 

(16 U.S.C. 431), for the excavation or removal by any Indian tribe or member thereof of 

any archaeological resource located on Indian lands of such Indian tribe, except that in 

the absence of tribal law regulating the excavation or removal of archaeological 

relevant papers, books, and documents, and administer oaths. 

Witnesses summoned shall be paid the same fees and mileage 

that are paid to witnesses in the courts of the United States. In 

case of contumacy or refusal to obey a subpoena served upon any 

person pursuant to this paragraph, the district court of the United 

States for any district in which such person is found or resides or 

transacts business, upon application by the United States and 

after notice to such person, shall have jurisdiction to issue an 

order requiring such person to appear and give testimony before 

the Federal land manager or to appear and produce documents 

before the Federal land manager, or both, and any failure to obey 

such order of the court may be punished by such court as a 

contempt thereof. 

 

REWARDS; FORFEITURE 

Sec. 8. (a) Upon the certification of the Federal land manager 

concerned, the Secretary of the Treasury is directed to pay from 

penalties and fines collected under sections 6 and 7 an amount 

equal to one-half of such penalty or fine, but not to exceed $50 0, 

to any person who furnishes information which leads to the finding 

of a civil violation, or the conviction of criminal violation, with 

respect to which such penalty or fine was paid. If several persons 

provided such information, such amount shall be divided among 

such persons. No officer or employee of the United States or of 

any service in the performance of his official duties shell be 

eligible for payment under this subsection. 

(b) All archaeological resources with respect to which a violation of 

subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 6 occurred and which are in 

the possession of any person, and all vehicles and equipment of 

any person which were used in connection with such violation, 

may be (in the discretion of the court or administrative law judge, 

as the case may be( subject to forfeiture to the United States 

upon- 

(1) such person's conviction of such violation under section 6, 

(2) assessment of a civil penalty against such person under 

section 7 with respect to such violation, or 

(3) a determination of any court that such archaeological 

resources, vehicles, or equipment were involved in such violation. 

(c) In cases in which a violation of the prohibition contained in 

subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 6 involve archaeological 

resources excavated or removed from Indian lands, the Federal 

land manager or the court, as the case may be, shall provide for 

the payment to the Indian or Indian tribe involved of all penalties 

collected pursuant to section 7 and for the transfer to such Indian 

or Indian tribe of all items forfeited under this section. 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY 

Sec. 9. (a) Information concerning the nature and location of any 

archaeological resource for which the excavation or removal 

requires a permit or other permission under this Act or under any 

other provision of Federal law may not be made available to the 

public under subchapter II of chapter 5 of title 5 of the United 

States Code or under any other provision of law unless the Federal 

land manager concerned determines that such disclosure would- 

(1) further the purposes of this Act or the Act of June 27, 1960 

(16 U.S.C. 469-469c), and 

(2) not create a risk of harm to such resources or to the site at 

which such resources are located. 

 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), upon the 

written request of the Governor of any State, which request shall 

state- 

(1) the specific site or area for which information is sought, 

(2) the purpose for which such information is sought, 

(3) a commitment by the Governor to adequately protect the 

confidentiality of such information to protect the resource from 

commercial exploitation, 

the Federal land manager concerned shall provide to the Governor 

information concerning the nature and location of archaeological 

resources within the State of the requesting Governor. 



resources on Indian lands, an individual tribal member shall be required to obtain a 

permit under this section. 

(2) In the case of any permits for the excavation or removal of any archaeological 

resources located on Indian lands, the permit may be granted only after obtaining the 

consent of the Indian or Indian tribe owning or having jurisdiction over such land s. The 

permit shall include such terms and conditions as may be requested by such Indian or 

Indian tribe. 

(h)(1) No permit or other permission shall be required under the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 

U.S.C. 431-433), for any activity for which a permit is issued under this section. 

(2) Any permit issued under the Act of June 8, 1906, shall remain in effect according to 

its terms and conditions following the enactment of this Act. No permit shall be required 

to carry out any activity under a permit issued under the Act of June 8 , 1906, before the 

date of the enactment of this Act which remains in effect as provided in this paragraph, 

and nothing in this Act shall modify or affect any such permit. 

(i) Issuance of a permit in accordance with this section and applicable regulations shall 

not require compliance with section 106 of the Act of October 15, 1966 (80 Stat. 917, 

16 U.S.C. 470f). 

(j) Upon the written request of the Governor of any State, the Federal land manager shall 

issue a permit, subject to the provisions of subsections (b)(3), (b)(4), (c), (e), (f), (g), (h), 

and (i) of this section for the purpose of conducting archaeological research, excavation, 

removal, and curation, on behalf of the State or its educational institutions, to such 

Governor or to such designee as the Governor deems qualified to carry out the intent of 

this Act. 

 

CUSTODY OF RESOURCES 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of the Interior may promulgate regulations providing for- 

 

(1) the exchange, where appropriate, between suitable universities, museums, or other 

scientific or educational institutions, of archaeological resources removed from public 

lands and Indian lands pursuant to this Act, and 

 

(2) the ultimate disposition of such resources and other resources removed pursuant to 

the Act of June 27, 1960 (16 U.S.C. 469-469c) or the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 U.S.C. 

431-433). Any exchange or ultimate disposition under such regulation of archaeological 

resources excavated or removed from Indian lands shall be subject to the consent of 

the Indian or Indian tribe which owns or has jurisdiction over such lands . Following 

promulgation of regulations, under this section, notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, such regulations shall govern the disposition of archaeological resources removed 

from public lands and Indian lands pursuant to this Act. 

 

PROHIBITED ACTS AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES 

Sec. 6. (a) No person may excavate, remove, damage, or otherwise alter or deface any 

archaeological resource located on public lands or Indian lands unless such activity is 

pursuant to a permit issued under section 4, a permit referred to in section 4(h)( 2), or 

the exemption contained in section 4(g)(1). 

(b) No person may sell, purchase, exchange, transport, receive, or offer to sell, 

purchase, or exchange any archaeological resource if such resource was excavated or 

removed from public lands or Indian lands in violation of- 

(1) the prohibition contained in subsection (a), or 

(2) any provision, rule, regulation, ordinance, or permit in effect under any other 

provision of Federal law. 

(c) No person may sell, purchase, exchange, transport, receive, or offer to sell, purchase, 

or exchange, in interstate or foreign commerce, any archaeological resource escalated, 

removed, sold, purchased, exchanged, transported, or received in violation of any 

provision, rule, regulation, ordinance, or permit in effect under State or local law. 

(d) Any person who knowingly violates, or counsels, procures, solicits, or employs any 

other person to violate, any prohibition contained in subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this 

section shall, upon conviction, be fined not more than $10,000 or imprison ed not more 

than one year, or both: Provided, however, That if the commercial or archaeological 

value of the archaeological resources involved and the cost of restoration and repair of 

such resources exceeds the sum of $5,000, such person shall be fined not more than 

$20,000 or imprisoned not more than two years, or both. In the case of a second or 

subsequent such violation upon conviction such person shall be fined not more than 

$100,000, or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 

(e) The prohibitions contained in this section shall take effect on the date of the 

enactment of this Act. 

(f) Nothing in subsection (b)(1) of this section shall be deemed applicable to any person 

with respect to an archaeological resource which was in the lawful possession of such 

person prior to the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(g) Nothing in subsection (d) of this section shell be deemed applicable to any person 

 

REGULATIONS; INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 

Sec 10. (a) The Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture and Defense 

and the Chairman of the Board of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 

after public notice and hearing, shall promulgate such uniform 

rules and regulations as may be appropriate to carry out t he 

purposes of this Act. Such rules and regulations may be 

promulgated only after consideration of the provisions of the 

American Indian Religious Freedom Act (92 Stat. 469; 42 U.S.C. 

1996). Each uniform rule or regulation promulgated under this Act 

shall be submitted on the same calendar day to the Committee on 

Energy and Natural Resources of the United States Senate and to 

the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the United States 

House of Representatives, and no such uniform rule or regulation 

may take effect before the expiration of a period of ninety 

calendar days following the date of its submission to such 

Committees. 

(b) Each Federal land manager shall promulgate such rules and 

regulations under subsection (a), as may be appropriate for the 

carrying out of his functions and authorities under this Act. 

 

COOPERATION WITH PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS 

Sec. 11. The Secretary of the Interior shall take such action as 

may be necessary, consistent with the purposes of this Act, to 

foster and improve the communication, cooperation, and 

exchange of information between- 

(1) private individuals having collections of archaeological 

resources and data which were obtained before the date of the 

enactment of this Act, and 

 

(2) Federal authorities responsible for the protection of 

archaeological resources on the public lands and Indian lands and 

professional archaeologists and associations of professional 

archaeologists. 

 

In carrying out this section, the Secretary shall, to the extent 

practicable and consistent with the provisions of this Act, make 

efforts to expand the archaeological data base for the 

archaeological resources of the United States through increased 

cooperation between private individuals referred to in paragraph 

(1) and professional archaeologists and archaeological 

organizations. 

 

SAVINGS PROVISIONS 

Sec. 12. (a) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to repeal, 

modify, or impose additional restrictions on the activities 

permitted under existing laws and authorities relating to mining, 

mineral leasing, reclamation, and other multiple uses of the public 

lands. 

(b) Nothing in this Act applies to, or requires a permit for, the 

collection for private purposes of any rock, coin, bullet, or mineral 

which is not an archaeological resource, as determined under 

uniform regulations promulgated under section 3(1). 

(c) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to affect any land other 

than public land or Indian land or to affect the lawful recovery, 

collection, or sale of archaeological resources from land other 

than public land or Indian land. 

 

REPORT 

Sec. 13. As part of the annual report required to be submitted to 

the specified committees of the Congress pursuant to section 5(c) 

of the Act of June 27, 1960 (74 Stat. 220; 16 U.S.C. 469-469a), 

the Secretary of the Interior shall comprehensively report as a 

separate component on the activities carried out under the 

provisions of this Act, and he shall make such recommendations 

as he deems appropriate as to changes or improvements needed 

in the provisions of this Act. Such report shall include a brief 

summary of the actions undertaken by the Secretary under 

section 11 of this Act, relating to cooperation with private 

individuals. 



with respect to the removal of arrowheads located on the surface of the ground. 

Event News 

Metal Detecting & Gold Prospecting Events.  

Now is the time to start planning and getting your 

club's 2018/19 hunt information on the web. The 

sooner it is out and available to the metal detecting 

community the greater the chance for people to see it 

and give your event some consideration.  

 

 

Add Your Event Information Here  

Select here to View 

the Complete Event Details for August 

 August 03, 2019 (One Day) 

Kent, Washington 

Lenny Phay Memorial Hunt 

Puget Sound Treasure Hunters Club 

 August 10, 2019 (Two Days) 

Duryea, Pennsylvania 

36th Annual Black Diamond Treasure 

Hunt 

Black Diamond Treasure Hunters Club 

 August 17, 2019 (Two Days) 

New Concord, Ohio 

40th Annual Buckeye Hunt 

Sponsored by Don & Bill Hayes 

 August 21, 2019 (Seven Days) 

Nome, Alaska 

Minelab Week Alaska 

Akau Gold & Minelab 

 August 23, 2019 (Three Days) 

Liberty, Washington 

2019 NW Miners Rally 

Resources Coalition 

 August 31, 2019 (Two Days) 

Foresthill, California 

California State & US National Gold 

Panning Championships 

Motherlode Goldhounds 

Metal Detecting Hobby Talk    MDHTALK HOME PAGE  http://www.mdhtalk.org  
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