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Support The Hobby
I would like to point out to the News Brief readers that there are a number of organizations taking on the challenge against various
types of legislation dealing with metal detecting and gold prospecting. MDHTALK's recommendation is to visit their website and
give strong consideration to joining the fight. In some cases your support may be to send emails and / or write a letter to specific
legislators or to provide funds to help with the fight. Here are the organizations and a link to their website.

Go to the Join The Fight MDHTALK Webpage to read more about each of these organizations

What is a News Brief? The news brief provides a brief look into any news event. The intent of the news brief is to provide you, the
reader, with news clips on what was taking place in the hobby last month. To read the whole story select the Article Link or go to
MDHTALK.org. There are more news stories placed on the MDHTALK website for November the news stories listed in the MDHTALK
News Brief are just a portion of all the hobby related news reported the past month. The news Brief is now available in Adobe PDF
format, there is a link at the top of this webpage. The news brief is no longer emailed; it is only available on the MDHTALK website
and can be downloaded.

The Website's featured article for this month is: Metal Detecting the 1733 Treasure Fleet
Download the Complete Article to Read

1733 Fleet Brief History:

Friday, July 13, 1733 a Spanish Fleet left Havana harbor for a return voyage to Spain. On the evening of the 15th most of the ships
had been sunk along the Florida Keys by a hurricane. Four ships made it back to Havanna with one ship proceeded on to Spain and
the other ships were sunk by the hurricane in the Florida Keys.

The ship wreck survivors gathered in groups throughout the keys and built shelters from ship wreck materials that had came ashore.
A ship arrived in Havana and reported seeing many large ships grounded at a place called Head of the Martyrs. Recue Ships with
supplies, food, divers and troops sailed to the wreckage site.D

Ships that were not refloated were burned in place and savage work on these ships continued for may years. When a final summary
of the savalage material was totaled more gold and silver were recovered than was list on the various ships’ manifest.

During the 1960s, most of the 1733 wrecks were relocated by modern divers.

Today the historical treasure of the 1733 fleet is the opportunity to visit the remains of these ship sites from a long gone era. 1733
Fleet History Web Link , 1733 Fleet - Daniel Frank Sedwick, LLC Website Link

Hundreds of ship wreck sailors and passengers made it to shore from the wreck sites, weighted down by gold, silver and emeralds.
In many cases dropping rare items along their route to the safety of a key island. These survivors made it to a Keys island along an
80-mile stretch.

Metal Detecting the 1733 Fleet Trail should include the following:

e  construction sites that have turned over sand and dirt for new or updated business, homes, roads and gas, water, sewer
lines. There has been treasure found from these types of construction sites. For years there were many survivor camps on
the island while the ships were being salvaged which contributed to treasure being lost.

e all beaches that are near wreck sites with both public or private land access. To gain access to beach water where private
land controls access - permission must be gained from the specific land owner before entering these beach waters.
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e  metal Detecting Highway #1 beach waters that are parallel to wreck sites where the water is not deep or does not has very
swift currents. Use EXTREME Cautious.

e draw lines from a wreck site to islands near the wreck site and metal detecting a ~ 75-yard path on either side of the
drawn line looking for dropped treasure as sailors and passage fled the wrecks.

Florida Keys Tides Web Link

Largo Sound to Upper Matecumbe Key Web Link

Indian Key to Conch Key Web Link

Tom's Harbor to West Bahia Honda Key Web Link
Horseshoe Keys to Big Pine Key Web Link

Annette Key to Howe Key Web Link

Summerland Key to Cudjoe Key to Sugarloaf Key Web Link
Pumpkin Key to O'Hara Key Web Link

Florida

Keys Cams

Bahia Honda State Park Cam
Marathon Streaming Cam
Tranquility Bay

Southern Most Cam

Fort Zachary Taylor Beach Cam

1733 List of Treasure Fleet Shipwrecks

1- El Pinque, Nuestra Senora del Populo

2- El Infante or the Prince, Nuestra Senora de Balvaneda

3- San Jose y las Animas, San Jose de Las Animas

4- Chaves, Nuestra Senora del Carmen, San Antonio de Padua y las Animas

5- La Capitana, El Rubi Segundo, EI Rubi

6- Herrera, or the Figurine, Nuestra Senora de Belem y San Antonio de Padua

7- Tres Puentes, Nuestra Senora de Belem y San Juan Bautista, Nuestra Se?ra de los Dolores Y Santa
Isabel (aka:El Nuevo Londres)

8- San Pedro

O- El Terri, San Felipe, (aka: Lerri, Herri or Tyrri)

10- San Francisco or Craig Wreck or Cayo Vivoras, San Francisco de Asis

11- La Almiranta, El Gallo Indiana (aka: Cannonball Wreck) Almiranta Nuestra Senora de Balvaneda

12- Las Augustias, Nuestra Senora de las Augustias y San Raphael (aka: San Rafeal, EI Charanguero Grande)

13- El Sueco de Arizén, Nuestra Senora del Rosario, San Antonio y San Vicente Ferrer

May Not be the Correct Wreck for this Site
14- San Ignacio, Sumey de San Ignacio

Wreck Site Not Found
15- San Fernando, Nuestra Senora de Los Reyes, San Fernando y San Francisco de Paula
16- El Floridana

Refitted and Sailed back to Havana

17- Nuestra Senora del Rosario y Santo Domingo (Murgie)

18- El Gran Poder de Dios y Santa Ana, aka: (Poder)

19- Balandra (aka: La Balandra, El Santander).

20- Nuestra Senora del Rosario, San Francisco Javier y San Antonio de Padua

Sailed on to Cadiz
21- El Africa, Senor San Joseph

Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary in 1990. The removal of artifacts from any of the sites is prohibited today.

1 - Always Fill all holes dug since many people use the beach for other recreational purposes.
2 - Always remove and carry out all trash dug.

3 - Never metal detect the beach dunes and grass area its illegal.

4 - Never metal detect in leased waters its illegal.

5 - Never Trespass on Private Property without Permission.
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https://southernmostpointwebcam.com/
https://southernmostpointwebcam.com/
http://www.fortzacharytaylor.com/beach/?utm_source=Fla-Keys.com&utm_medium=WebcamLink&utm_campaign=StreamingLink&utm_cam=fort-zachary-taylor-beach

6 - Never metal detect in National Parks, National Beaches and the 1733 ship sites in the Keys National
Marine Sanctuary it is illegal
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1733 Treasure Fleet Florida Key Shipwreck Locations
1733 Fleet Treasure Trail
Highway #1
Bizcayne National Park 1

Aszembled by Lee Wiese

Populo 25721 85N 8000 690W

25728 967N B0°12 500W \
LhI9]

Harrv Harris Beach & Park

El Infante 24756 556N 80°28 531W

1571605 80°29 396W

Public Beach 24733 3,781 20°41 11.01W

\ MBS

San Jose 24°56 010N B0°20 334W

Fossil Reef S5t. Park 24756 9361 80°35.762W \I'-.-ﬂ'-.-IE:E -B&

Chaves 24° 36.170N 80° 34.985W

\MME 7

El Rubi 24° 35 491N 80° 30_801W

Fossil Reef State Park 24°56 961N B0P35. T62W \I-.-ﬂ-.-IB-i.S‘

1 nmaR3 Herrera 24° 54 326N B0° 35 538W
MRIZ3 Tres Poentes 24" 53 612N 80° 35.012W
Foadzide Park, Bavside MNIED
Beach Access 24°33.093 50°41.116W | TNk San Pedro 247 51.802N 807 40.730W
No homes Ocean Side for a 1/2 mile W75 El Terri 24° 50.761 20° 42 8500
Residents Only Beach Access 24751 2261 80743 3700W | MRIT4
Annies Beach Park 24°50.9351 B0°44 455W LNM72 5an Francisco 24° 40.185N 80° 45.425%W

Beach location 2 miles from wreck 24°50.785H 20°44 637W

Long Key State Park 24°48 966N 20740 383TW

aMpA72 El Gallo Indiano 24748 633N 80745 932W

Parking available along US#1 24748 2351 B0°50.895W \ hinigs Las Amngumstias 24°47 453N 80°51.738W

\I'.'Ihi-ﬁl-ﬁ El Sngco Site #1 24°46.6251 80°53.372W

Site =1 24746 T28N 80753 480W

Curry Hammock State Park 24°44 4761 20°38.84TW hbISE
Hammock State Park 24744 7921 80°38.957TW 1 nmas7 San Ignacio 24°41 70N 280°36.44W
Sombrere Beach 24°41.536N 21°5.130W \ AL SO
24°33 484N 81°48 380W Mel Fisher Maritime Muzsenm
\

Metal defecting Hobby Talk

Hobby Related News
General U.S. and World Wide Hobby News
e  Replica Grenade Lighter Triggers Bomb Squad Alert In Springfield. Article Link

Hensley: Union gold, treasure hunters and going round and round with the FBI,.
Article Link

Other News Sources

e  American Digger Relic Roundup. For diggers and
collectors of history. An hour long program every

Monday Night at 9:00 PM eastern standard time.


https://smokeybarn.com/hand-grenade-style-lighter-triggers-bomb-squad-alert-in-springfield/
https://news.yahoo.com/hensley-union-gold-treasure-hunters-143301604.html

e  Mystery over Ayrshire man's ID bracelet and belongings found by metal detector near
Canadian lake. Article Link

e  Penn State Student ‘Prospector Tuck’ Discovers Buried Treasure On TikTok. Article

Link

WWII dog tag belonging to Raleigh soldier found in Italy. Article Link

Badger hunting for food instead unearths ancient treasure. Article Link

He’s a gold digger, not that it means he’s taking all the money. Article Link

Mystery of the missing Civil War gold goes to court. Article Link

Scuba Sleuth Solves Two-Decade-Old Missing Persons Case. Article Link

Metal-detecting hobbyists drawn to Tumon Bay. Article Link .

10 Astonishing Discoveries That Transformed Ordinary People into Millionaires.
Article Link .

e  Local adventurer Brandon Nicholas uncovers history by digging up antique bottles— .
hear his story. Article Link

U.K. News *

e  Glasgow treasure hunter finds WW1 hero medal, gold ring and rare coins in
Kelvingrove Park. Article Link

This metal detectorist loves being on the case. Article Link
| owe it to the kids’: coin found by detectorist dad sold for £648,000. Article Link
Roman coins found in South Derbyshire by treasure hunters. Article Link

One of England's 'first ever gold coins' is dug up in Devon field: Rare 1257 token
bearing portrait of King Henry Il is one of only EIGHT in existence and could earn its
finder £400,000. Article Link °

Maths teacher unearths 2000-year-old Roman gold ring in his front garden after his
wife gave him a metal detector for Christmas. Article Link

2,000-year-old Celtic hoard of gold 'rainbow cups' discovered in Germany. Article Link
Bomb disposal experts detonate Second World War explosive in Clacton. Article Link

Teen treasure hunter finds human skull in river - and it's 1,400 years old. Article Link
New list of items banned from being used in Ribble Valley parks. Article Link

Treasure hoards some dating back 3,000 years found by metal detectorists in
Pontypridd. Article Link

e  Metal detecting findings exhibited in Reading. Article Link °
Metal detectorist's mysterious find intrigues some - while others see the funny side.
Article Link °

e  Treasure dating back to Bronze Age found by metal detectorists across Newport and
Monmouthshire. Article Link

Join your hosts Butch Holcombe, Jeff Lubbert and
Heath Jones as they explore the past. Learn more
about Metal Detecting, Treasure hunting in all it's
forms, and the preservation of history. January
Pod Cast Link

Archaeology and Metal Detecting Magazine
present the BIG metal detecting podcast. A weekly
show bringing all areas of history together with our
guests, news and much more. January Pod Cast
Link

Coin World - Numismatic and Coin Collecting
January News

Garrett Searcher January- February Searcher

Gold Prospectors Assn of America (GPAA) - News
on legal issues for the gold prospecting community
January News

Mel Fisher Salvage Update

PLP January Press Release

Prospecting and Mining Journal (IMCJ) January
News

The Archaeology and Metal Detecting Magazine
The Archaeology and Metal detecting magazine
are one of the lead online sites in their genre.
Offering multiple platforms for Archaeological,
Historical and metal detecting news, articles,
research areas and much more. January News

1715 Fleet Society February Newsletter

Jewelry Returns

Over five decades later, lost class ring found at
Mad River Glen. Article Link

Needle in a haystack: Sammamish family's
missing wedding ring found in snowmelt. Article
Link

Lost and Found: A silver ring filled with memories.
Article Link

Volusia County beachgoer seeks to reunite found
college relic with owner. Article Link

Cornwall's fascinating treasures unearthed by the public in 2021. Article Link W.W. Meteorite News

Metal detectorists from Furness set to feature in new ITV five-part series. Article Link

North America Archaeology News

e  CDOT documentary depicts new era of archaeology. Article Link

e Archeological digs in CT shed light on humans who lived over 10,000 years ago. b
Article Link

e  Archaeology mystery solved as 130-year-old 'time capsule' found under US
monument. Article Link

Event News
Metal Detecting & Gold Prospecting Events. e  February 05, 2022 (One Day)
Now is the time to start planning and getting your Galveston, Texas
club's 2022/23 hunt information on the web. The 40th Annual HARC Open Beach Hunt

sooner it is out and available to the metal detecting

Barbados issues ‘Blue Marble’ $5 coin with
meteorite. Article Link

Meteorite that nearly hit B.C. woman may be 470
million years old. Article Link

Boom that shook Pittsburgh on New Year's Day
was an exploding half-ton meteor, NASA says.
Article Link

e  February 18, 2022 (Three Days)
Stanton, Arizona
Mining Event - Push Dig
LDMA-Lost Dutchman Mining Assn


https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/ayrshire/mystery-over-ayrshire-mans-id-25990227
https://onwardstate.com/2022/01/20/penn-state-student-prospector-tuck-discovers-buried-treasure-on-tiktok/
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https://news.yahoo.com/badger-hunting-food-instead-unearths-113000633.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/he-s-a-gold-digger-not-that-it-means-he-s-taking-all-the-money-20211207-p59fl7.html
https://www.abc27.com/digital-originals/mystery-of-the-missing-civil-war-gold-goes-to-court/
https://www.deeperblue.com/scuba-sleuth-solves-two-decade-old-missing-persons-case/
https://www.postguam.com/news/local/metal-detecting-hobbyists-drawn-to-tumon-bay/article_7d422eb8-69e3-11ec-ba22-630d383609ef.html
https://www.nation.lk/online/10-astonishing-discoveries-that-transformed-ordinary-people-into-millionaires-160192.html
https://bhamnow.com/2021/12/30/local-adventurer-brandon-nicholas-uncovers-history-by-digging-up-antique-bottles-hear-his-story/
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/glasgow-treasure-hunter-finds-ww1-22828467
https://www.suffolknewsherald.com/2022/01/21/this-metal-detectorist-loves-being-on-the-case/?utm_source=site&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=recirculation
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jan/24/devon-detectorist-13th-century-gold-coin-sold
https://www.staffordshire-live.co.uk/news/local-news/roman-coins-found-south-derbyshire-6505156
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10407777/One-Englands-gold-coins-dug-Devon-field-Rare-1257-coin-King-Henry-III.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10410043/Maths-teacher-unearths-2000-year-old-Roman-ring-garden-wife-gave-metal-detector.html
https://www.livescience.com/celtic-gold-hoard-discovered-germany
https://www.gazette-news.co.uk/news/19836895.bomb-disposal-experts-detonate-second-world-war-explosive-clacton/
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/uk-news/teen-treasure-hunter-finds-human-22722209
https://www.lancs.live/news/lancashire-news/ban-flying-drones-using-metal-22710747
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/local-news/treasure-buried-3000-years-ago-22698137
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/19825447.reading-metal-detectorist-tour-care-homes-findings/
https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/news/local-news/metal-detectorists-mysterious-find-intrigues-6438827
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/treasure-dating-back-bronze-age-22639213
https://www.cornwalllive.com/news/cornwall-news/gallery/cornwalls-fascinating-treasures-unearthed-public-6383209
https://www.nwemail.co.uk/news/19813704.metal-detectorists-furness-set-feature-new-itv-five-part-series/
https://www.codot.gov/news/2022/january/new-era-archaeology-documentary
https://www.ctinsider.com/living/article/Archeological-digs-ct-Paleoindians-16757928.php
https://www.express.co.uk/news/science/1541958/archaeology-mystery-solved-time-capsule-found-robert-e-lee-black-lives-matter
https://www.spreaker.com/show/american-digger-relic-roundup
https://www.spreaker.com/show/american-digger-relic-roundup
https://www.spreaker.com/show/the-big-podcast-network?fbclid=IwAR3ICtlZDgPE9AlyNBkwI4DR8JYo5qoEtFrbcJ3Cx6VXInUxFijNpKYsFHc
https://www.spreaker.com/show/the-big-podcast-network?fbclid=IwAR3ICtlZDgPE9AlyNBkwI4DR8JYo5qoEtFrbcJ3Cx6VXInUxFijNpKYsFHc
https://www.coinworld.com/news.html
https://garrett.com/sites/default/files/pdf/2022-01/3500101_Jan_2022.pdf
https://www.goldprospectors.org/
https://mailchi.mp/melfisher.com/salvage-update-199104?e=ea5efea8f3
2022-January-PLP-News-Release.pdf
http://www.icmj.com/news.php
http://www.icmj.com/news.php
https://archmdmag.com/blog/
http://www.1715fleetsociety.com/category/newsletter/
https://www.valleyreporter.com/index.php/news/local-news/16497-over-five-decades-later-lost-class-ring-found-at-mad-river-glen
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/sammamish-familys-missing-wedding-ring-found/281-3f440fdd-75bd-4858-b274-2d3e8c38ec22
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/sammamish-familys-missing-wedding-ring-found/281-3f440fdd-75bd-4858-b274-2d3e8c38ec22
https://www.northwestgeorgianews.com/rome/news/local/lost-and-found-a-silver-ring-filled-with-memories/article_d14d0542-6e42-11ec-861b-6b43fe311ede.html
https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2022/01/04/volusia-county-beachgoer-seeks-to-reunite-found-college-relic-with-owner/
https://www.coinworld.com/news/precious-metals/barbados-issues-blue-marble-5-dollar-coin-with-meteorite
https://www.theweathernetwork.com/ca/news/article/meteorite-that-nearly-hit-bc-woman-may-be-470-million-years-old
https://www.cnn.com/2022/01/04/americas/meteor-pennsylvania-pittsburgh-scn/index.html

community the greater the chance for people to see Houston Archeology Recovery Clubs e  February 19, 2022 (Two Days)

it and give your event some consideration. (HARC) Monroe, Washington
e  February 05, 2022 (Two Days) 2022 Washington Prospectors Gold, Gem
Select here to View the Complete Event Pomona, California and Mineral Show
Gold & Treasure Show Washington Prospectors Mining Assn
Add Your Event Information Here GPAA Gold and Treasure Shows e  February 26, 2022 (Two Day)
e  February 11, 2022 (Three Days) Llano, Texas
Check out your event before going it may have been Quartzsite, Arizona Texas Treasure Show
postponed or canceled. 22th Quartzsite Gold Show Texas Assn of Metal Detecting Clubs &
Sponsor: Llano Prospectors

Can | take that home? How to shell safely without running afoul of the law in Southwest Florida
Amy Bennett Williams, Fort Myers News-Press

It’'s a common scene along the Gulf coast: A stooped beachgoer straightens up, shell in palm, wondering, ‘What’s this?”

Sometimes, the mollusk in question is still alive - maybe a fighting conch, a periwinkle or a lightning whelk. If luck is with the critter, the observer will
gently replace the shell below the waterline, so it can live to delight another day. And if the beachgoer is in Lee County, he or she has also dodged a
potential $500 fine and 60-day jail term for violating the county's live shell rules.

Southwest Florida does treasure its shells. Mollusks are fundamental to this region - ecologically, economically and historically. Deeply linked to the $5
billion tourism industry in Lee and Collier counties, shelled creatures also filter water and are key to the food web topped by gamefish. Fossil shells make
up many of the roadbeds that crisscross the region and the ancient Calusa people lived on mounds they built of empty shells.

More: Like clean water? Thank the barnacle, a humble creature with a few extraordinary secrets
More: See the giant Pacific octopus at Sanibel Island's shell museum
Sanibel Island led the way in protecting them as a natural asset, enacting a citywide ban on live shelling in 1995. Lee County followed suit in 2002.

Yet all too often, says Florida native Jason Cutler, pretty shells are simply tucked into bags and hauled off. Whether it’s ignorance of the area’s rules about
taking live shells or apathy about the environmental consequences, he has seen far too many people plucking live shells from area beaches.

Recently in Naples’ Lowdermilk Park, “| watched a man and his wife searching for something. | could hear him say to her ‘What do you think that is inside
the shell?’ | asked if | could see it and | told him that was a fighting conch and that he was alive (and) not to take it or he’ll die.”

The man had taken about a dozen that by then were “dried out in the sand by his towel.” Cutler, a Florida native, gave the man a crash course in marine
ecology, and won a convert to the conservation cause. But he sees a sore need for more publicity. “Someone’s got to start educating people ... What we
have left is fighting for their lives. These people are literally taking these poor defenseless living sea creatures.”

Plus, he points out, once those creatures are no longer living, they're apt to get tossed as soon as they start to smell. Decomposing mollusks are pungent,
to say the least, and they’ll most likely end up in trash cans along 1-75 or U.S. 41, Cutler says. “They’ll throw them out when they realize the smell - it's
awful.”

So, in the name of education, here’s a primer on the do's and don’ts of shelling Southwest Florida beaches.
What's the shell?

Check to see if the shell you've collected has a living occupant - either the soft-bodied creature that made the shell or something else like a hermit crab or
barnacle that may have taken up residence in the discard.

The shells on our beaches come in three basic types. The hinged, double-shelled creatures like clams are bivalves. Gastropods (the word means “stomach
foot”) are single-shelled, snail-like creatures, such as fighting conchs. And symmetrical creatures like sand dollars, sea stars and urchins are echinoderms
(literally “spiny skin”) . Ways to detect life in each vary.

“It's easy to tell if a bivalve - something like a scallop or the coquinas that we find a lot in the swash zone - if both of the shells are still attached and if the
creature is closed tight and shut,” said Shannon Stainken, youth education director of the Sanibel Sea School. “And with a snail, sometimes you might see
its body, which we call its foot, out. If it's closed up inside, most (but not all) snails have something called an operculum, which is like a trap door that looks
almost like a brown leaf or a piece of wood and it’s hard to the touch.”

If the snail has one, there’s more than likely a living resident, she says.

Neither sort of mollusk can survive being removed from their shells. “There’s a common misconception of visitors and even residents that they can, but
they can never be removed and live.”


http://www.mdhtalk.org/cf/calendar.cfm?month= February
http://www.mdhtalk.org/dbm/u_cldar.htm
https://www.news-press.com/story/tech/science/environment/2021/12/30/can-take-home-how-shell-safely-without-running-afoul-law-southwest-florida/8994001002/

With echinoderms, look for the prickled pelts that lend them their names, though don’t expect them all to be spiky: a live sand dollar looks like its covered
in brushy fur while a sea star will have soft, nubbly tube feet that may be moving on close inspection.

“It’s really important when shelling to look very closely and take a long time to observe the shell - to be really mindful and take your time,” Stainken says.
In Lee County, most live shelling is against the law, period. Exceptions are oysters, hard clams (quahogs), sunray venus clams and coquinas, but you need
to observe seasonal closures, know bag limits and have a Florida recreational saltwater fishing license, even when shelling from shore, according to the

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. (See FWC’s shoreline fishing FAQs for more information.

In Collier County except on Marco Island, state laws apply, which require anyone harvesting live shellfish to have a recreational saltwater fishing license,
even when taking live shellfish from the beach.

On Marco, however, live shelling is prohibited, as it in in many of the region’s state parks, like Collier County’s Delnor-Wiggins Pass; it’s best to check with
your park first.

Bottom line, says Jose Leal, curator at the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum: “There’s no need for people to pick up live shells when you have the
ones that are empty, that have fulfilled their role in nature and have now been left behind.”

Unlike many other worrisomely finite natural resources, Leal says cast-off shells are in no danger of disappearing, nor do visitors removing a handful of
souvenirs threaten the structural integrity of area beaches.

“You have to remember that the source for shells that show up and are pushed onto the beach, those animals are living underwater on the continental
shelf in Florida (and) the part of the continent that is submerged is exactly the same width as the state of Florida underwater, so you have a lot of stuff
living there,” he said.

“As long as their environment is OK, if the water doesn’t contain pollutants, you have oxygen for the animals to breathe and nature is running its course, as
long as that’s happening, those shells will keep coming.”
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